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MISS-159 - AMIEY.
MOUND PLANTATION (CHAMBERLAIN HOUSE) ' TR

N.s. Old Natchez Trace, Cannonsburg vicinity, Jefferson Co., Miss.

Physical Data
Present owner: U. 5. Govermment.
Present occupant and use: Mr. Bill Chamberlain - residence.

Description {present condition)

Wall construction: Wood frame.
Size and form: 60' x 38'.
Number stories: VUne.

Porch: 10" wide across front.

Exterior openings, windows: Double hung in several varieties;
20~light at N, E. face; panelled shutters st porch.

Exterior openings: Front door, 8-psnel with {ransom; some
€é-panel, batten doors and French doors. '

Cornice: None.

Roof: Gabled {originally broken slope); corrugated galvanized
iron {originally shingles).

Chimneys: Two, brick.

Interior

Floors: Wood plank, varies 43" to 63" wide.
Doors: 6-panel, 4-panel and batten.

Trim: Moulded, mitered.

Mantels: Wood, simple, esrly Georgian mouldings.
Stairways: Hone.

Plasterwork: Chimney breasts only are plastered, other walls
and the ceilings are wood.

A3ditions and alterations: The seven rooms were not all built
at one time, but over a period of years; roof lines were
changed in modern rercofing process; most windows have been
replaced. :

Outbuildings: Ko old outbuildings remain.




MI53-.159
Mound Plantation (Chamberlein House) ' 2

.Historical'Data

Year of erection: uFirst portion about 1778-80.
Built for (first owner): Willianm Fefgﬁéon.~
hrehitect or designer: Unknown.

Built by: Unknown.

Original intended use: Tavern.

Notable events and occupants:

William Ferguson built a one~room tavern in 1778 or not
later then 1780 on what is supposed to be an Indian mound
and also the site of a Spanish fort with stockade and moat,
near Uniontown, now extinct. A room at each end, then later
three rooms across the back, were added after 1783, or some
time around 1800. Other buildings on the plantation of 1830
or 40 which have disappeared included, (1) a kitchen, (2)
guest house ("Sleepy Hollow"), a 2-story log or brick house
with brick foundstion, 4 rooms, double chimney, (3) slave
gquarters, (4) overseer's quarters, (5) brick walks, (6) the
Stockade, (7) the Moat.

"It seems that Williem Ferguson, who may or may not have
erected the oldest unit of the house, came to the Natchesz
District in 1776 or 1777, and settled very shortly thereafter
on the Mound Plantation property. The grant of the Spanish
Government to Ferguson to 500 arpents of land bears the date
of March 15, 1789, The Spanish deed was confirmed by the
tnited States Board of Commissioners in 1805.

"It is known that Ferguson married a ¥iss Polina Burch in
1785%. In 1800 he was sheriff of Pickering County, and died
during the seme year. OShortly after his desth, his widow
married James Chawberlain. Mrs. Chamberlain lived until 1843.
Her descendants continusd to live on the property, until it
wags acgquired by the State of Mlssissippi for the Park Serviee
in 1337.% ¢

References:

"Architectural Survey of the Chamberlain House or Mound
Plantation," by Stuert M. Barnette, Ass!'t Architect, N.P.S.,
dated August 14, 1337."+%
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Mound Plantstion (Chemberlain House)

References: (Cont.)
"Preliminary Report - The Chamberlain House and Depend-

encies of the Mound Plantation Development," by Fred P.
Parris, Ass't Architect, N.P.S5., dated November 18, 1337.*

¥*lyped copy attached.
*¥*From a letter to Chas. B, Peterson, October 7, 1340, from
Dawson A. Phelps of the Natchez Trace Parkway Project.

Prepared by 7*?“4/] ZMW& Oc totrer 20, 1340.

F. 'Ray Leimkuehler,
Architect in Charge, Central Unit,
Historic fMmerican Buildings Survey.
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
RASHINGTON

August 14, 1957

_Memorandum for Mr. Spalding

Mr. Vint:

Subject: Architectursl Survey of the Chemberlsin
House or Mound Plantation.

Considered from strictly a national viewpoint, the
Chamherlain House or Mound Plant“tlon, 25 an example of early
American architecture, is relatively unimportant. It assumes a
mors important aspect, however, when its local ilmportance is
designated ss one of its limiting standsrds of evaluation,

~ The present rembling one-story frame structure kaown as
the Chapberlain House comprises some nine rooms in various stages
of disrepeir. By means of the remaining architectursl evidences
it is possible to trace the development of the building from the
original late eighteenth century, onme room plans to the present
disorderly dispositions of living sccommodations., Three distinct
steps are discernable in this development; these will receive the
temporary arbitrary assignment as post-revolutionary, 1777-1800,
eqrly republic, 1800-183C, and snte-bellum, 1830-1860. Due
chiefly to the economic status of its occupants, few changss have
been msde in an effort to "modernlze“ the house.

The oldest part of the structure comprises the present Yiving
room and the attic sbove. Concrete evidences of this fact may be
found in the framing in both the attic and foundations. In plan
this unit measures approximately 16 feet by 20 feet. Today, of
the old part of the house, the champhered ceillng beams, two pair
of six-light window sash with part of the original frames, the
front door, dow incorporsted in another part of the house, the
exterior shutters, framing, clapboards on northwest wall, some
flooring, and the greater part of the chimney remain and are
original. - An early mantel which may have been the first to be
incorporated in this room now frames the fireplace in the north
bedroom,. This now employs some mouldings, which are not contem-
porary with the earliest interior trim found in the house, bui at
the same time the generzl spirit and character of this mantel as
a whole would leed one to feel that these mouldings may have been
added later or replaced other earlier ones. _




The exterlor shutters deaarve some specm&l conuiaeration

”or their unusual characteristics, First of ull they have four
“almost equally sizeéd solidpsnels and are in one section, that isg
. imstend of having two leaves;. each of which would be hung from
~ o the jambe as is the gen&ral ‘custom, the shutter is like a minia-
‘ture door and was hung from one jamb on FEM ‘hinges and gecured =
. at.the opposite side with a single wrought iron hook. The stiles
~and rails on the hinged face are beaded and the panels are plein -
' faced and sunken.  On the opposite sidetbe panel which started -

below the face of the unmolded stiles and rails rises by means of
a broad splay to project beyond the face of these framing mem-
bers. There is no filet at the meeting of the splay and the
panel face. fﬂll 6f these_featu:es;are'in:a,fairgstata'of preserv-
ations . ’ C o ' ' ,”. o -

The dispo&1tion of tha original openings in the. three sides,

. ‘nertheast, southeast, and southwest now enclosed by additions mada-
subsequent to erectlon of original unit, c¢an be determined only- .
by removing. their respective finish to: permit an examination of
the framing in such walls. The doors, frames, and trim now ap- ] :
pearing in these walls belong to the late ante-bellum period. It .
'{s probable, however, that the window now in the northeast end =
once oecuplied the yositlon now usurped by the large southwest o
- bedroom door and that & small single door stood where the north
leaf of the double door to the resar hall now stands. The fire-
 place mantel incorporated in this room is also ante-bellum. As .

hasg previously been stated, it is believed that the mantel in use
in" the north bedroom may have been the orlglnal plece. This could
'~ be repaired and reset in it original position.. The original
‘front door employed between the two bedrooms on the southwest end -
. 'of the house could also be relocated to resume the service for
'jwhich lt was originally intended. :

Tha stumpb of what are believed to have been celling jolsts _
appesar on the exterior of the southwest wall and are interpreted
as evidence that a front porch once extended across these three
bays of the orlginsl bullding. Archeological excavations at this
point may reveal the foundations of such a porch and when it is .
possible to examine the roofframing without its covering it is
likely the front plate m&y diSGlObe some evidence to substantiate
this opinlon.

‘The matched siding omn this same elevation was probably put
on in the eighteen thirties and was in all likelihood superseded
by beaded weather boarding like that to be found on the southwest
“wall of the rear stair hall. Such boarding sl§0 must have appeared
- ‘on ‘the two ends, .

An offset gppears high up inside the chimney stack and 1s
interpreted as evidence of retopping-which probably occurred at
" .the time the northeast front bedroom wing wass added. Time and the
elements have not dealt lightly with the chimneys of these early



- the eight panel front door with transom and frame. - "The mantel

and in most cases of Such aarly structures retopping hes: bean f
necessary. ' : o

R A Bore dbvious innovatlon 15 the- corrugatei iron rcaf which
supplanted the orlginal coverlng cf Wood shingles of: shakeﬁs .““‘*

The only plece of original hardware to be ;ouad about the
house are tbe two wrought. iron hooks on the original front shut--
‘ters end a single. shutter ca ch on the wall back of one of these.:
The action of this cateh is the: egsence “0f simpliclty depending °
‘on the pressure of a thin rectsngular strip of iron supported by = -
a slender post to hold the shutier sgeinst the wall, The cateh is-
located ha fway up the side of the shutter. Siach hardwsre through—"j
‘out this section was more commonly located bemesth the bottom rail wi“‘-'
of the shutter. WNo attempt to moke & decorative feature of this
- _plece has been made. The "H" type hiriges,’ traces of. which still

‘remain on the shutters, the "Hi™ hinges which must bave hung the ' = i -
doors, the locks, the Iatches, and bolts and keepers as well as - =
, firepl&ce hardware would all have to be replaced. ' : .

The second stageln the deVelopment of the- house was the addi—
tion of the northeast front bedroom. This probably took: place
‘during the first quarter of the nineteenth century. A mére. speezfic W
‘approximatlion of the date would be 1818. The architectural evi- =~
dences which bear out this assumption are to be found in the prs-l
sence of the paneled dado, chair rail, base, window details, and

plece in this room belongs, as does its counterp&rt in the llving i
room, to the later snte-bellum period. The closst bstween the
chimney bresst and the front wall 1s also a later piecé but

'prabably antidates tha mantel plece by Plfteen or tventy ye&rs.f

.. Of specisl interesi 15 the original’ paint to be founﬁ on- the S
dado, chair rail, and base within this cupboard. . & very “successful .
relationship of shades of tan has been obtained here. This inform- ..
ation would contribute materially to the success of any attempted -7 .~
restoration. The twenty-five light sash in the end of %the room is . "

"~ also & unique featuvre and becomes especmally so in this section '

where sre so few houses of thlb perlod. o

It is realized that the assignment of this unit to the second
stage of development is comirary to the accounts of local history .. .=
and tradition but this report takes into account only archltectural o
evidences. Such evidences support in every imstance this opinlon, o

is a result of at least two steges of construction that sec-
tion of the house used. as the front bedroom on the southwest end
offers little enllghtening 1nform&t10n on the date of its. orig—
~ inal erection. -The first of these additions is. said to have - T
-anluded a chimney at the douthwest end flanked by closets,i Laier e
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the chimney was taken down and the room lengthened. Leading -
:from this end was said to have bsen a brick perch and steps. .
. Only an outeropping pile of erumbling bricks today msrks the
_site of this feature. It 1s probable, however, that archeological - -

o excavations at this end would determine the size and location of -

this porch as well as ths,t of the earlier chimney. All the doors, .
,sash, shutters, and trim now incorporated in this ena of t.he build-

_',1ng gre- of ante-bellum character.

: 'It mprobable that the dlspoaition of the architectural -
a,tures of -the frout facsde of this addition waes very similar. t,o_' B
that. of" the wing &t the opposits gnd of the present structure; L
”_that‘ is, a daor and window opening on the long gallery,

This verbal restora.tzcn, ﬁhile purely con;ectum}., finds L

| ':"f-ample precedent smong numerous hcuses of the same type in this_

'-:'-=-seetion of the caun'hx‘l’s '

The framiné, of’ the lean—-to indicate& 'that. this addition in_ .
‘1te entirsty wnas made at one time. 'The. presence of esrly nine~
" teanth century paneling under the windows in the bedroom at the
southweat end is rather dlsturbing however. It was finally de~
~ eiged that this paneling wss removed from sSome Other part of the
. house, probably from under the originsl windows in the adjoining
front bedroom at the time of the second remodeling of that sec-
tion. The presence of the early mantel piece in the bedroon at

the upposite end has-been accounted for earlier in the report.

S “With the except:.on of the rambllng rear ell, the enlargement-
.c;f the opening between the resr hall and the lwing room ig prob-

sbly the latest comstructional innovation. This change could not

C have been made ALy years prior to the War Bemeen the States.

(S(}D) 5TUART ¥. BAENETTE,
‘ As.;i...tant. Arohltect.
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. Preliminary Report
The Chawberlain Bouse and Dependencies
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The Mound Plantation Development

Jefferson County, Mississippi

By

- .Fred P, Parris
- Assistant Arahltsct
Branch of Plans end Design




IThe Chamberléin House énﬁ Dependencies
or
The Mdound Plentation Development

Jefferson County, Wississippl

‘The Chasberizin house liles in Jef{erson County, Missiesippi, ebeut
© geventeen mlles northesst of Natehez, very near sn early sgettlement
called Uniontown which has novw entirely disappesred. The hnousge is
situeted on high ground sbout two hukred yzrds northwest of the old
Trace with an avenue of trees lsading from the Trace up to the front
porch, It will also be visible from the Perlway. Uniontion was located
on the southesst side @f tbe Troce opposite the Chasberlsin house. The

rogidence has been previously known sg Ferguson's Te vern, Mound Plep-
-tation, and the Chemberlsin House. '

Phe structure, and property acquired by Wjillam Ferauﬂon in the Spanls
District of Natchez sbout 1775, has been the homestesd of verlous des-
cendents of the fzmily from that time up to 19%7 vwhen the Stete of Uiss-
igegippl bought the house end uvart of the property for the Rationsl Park
Bervice. '

The Tavern was erected on higzh grouﬁa trea;nlonally belleved to be
an Indisn wound and zlso the site of s Dpnnlwh fortified outpost. &t
Cthe time Willisnm Ferguson bullt the OrlglEaL ong-room tavern, shout
1778, the stocksde was stending, =nd s woat 1le reported to heve existed
a% the bage of the mounc te which the cetilers of Unioutown fled in the
event of an Indian attaclk.

- The criginsl duliciag s ealy & single room 16% x 20 vhich, with
fireplace, wes probebly used &g 2 ievern for traders and waylsrers.

- traveling ﬁlong the Hatecher Trace., No amub+ trere were numerons oube
"bu;luings, incluging = fltcben, gmoke hous barnp, and lsfer on slave
guarters, as well as other outbuildings noce%=arv in the oneration of

& gizeble plantetion on tho grant of lend whiceh Ferguson had scoured.

=t}
S

To the central reom wes edded an sdditionsl room on
gfter vhich the three back rooms wore probebly edded. It
thet the additiong were not beununngwthmrwmﬂv
178% end thet Inter edditions mey have been made due to

trevel slong the Nobtchen Trece,




To éate, accordipg to the erchitectursl evidence now e&iqsin

the center room, or originel house, will beer out & dets of epnroxlmgtely
1760 with the first sddition somewhere arocund 1800. : :

I the writer's opinion the Chamberlsin house, solely &s:an outw
stending exsmple of architecture of the perlod, would not justify its
restoration by the Service; However, if the hiztorical evidence of ite
cormection with the Natchez Trace and the soclsl and economic history
of the old Southvest are considered sufiiciently importsnt by the
Higtorileal Division, there are now existing deteils of construetion

~and Information sufficient for its restoration ss of 1830 or 1840.

In the: event thet a restoratlon is COHSLQered, @ gurvey ghould be
mede in the form of an archeeclogicsl investigation to locate, if pos-
sible, the outbui]d1ng5 descrived by the Chamberlsin femily. The
followlng structures are reported to hove been grovped around the main
houses

1. The Kitchen

Beck of and & Few Leet te the laft of the houge - & Slrgln
- Toom strugture with & chimney,

2. The Guest House or "Sleepy Hollow"

Dircetly back of the mein house = a two-story houge, fouwr rooms,
double chimmey, built of legs or brick with brick foundstion.

£

o The Slave Quarters

" Teelwe to sixteen csbins in the boltom north end esst of the
main house. Single roon csbine - bullt of logs, each probably
having & chimhey,

The Oversecerts {uarters

>
[

To the right of and epprexinately on line with the front of
the guest house, probsbly aboul midwey betieen the guest house
and slave guarbers group -~ 2 tao-room house, couble chiwmney,
bullt of logs probsbly with & briesk foundstion,

5. The Brick Walks
“to be existing sround the mein house and sre now coverad

esrth. In £ll probability the brick walks connected the
hause with the klitchen ond guest house,

= 0
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6. The Stockade
Surrounding the main structure at the foot of the mound.

7. The Moat

On the outer slde of the stockede.

-ﬁrch&eelegical inves tigation shoula elso verify or disprove the belief
+hat the mound on which the house now stends is an Indian mount srti-
ficielly made. In the course of such an irwvestigation some indications
‘might be found as to the exect Yocation of the Spsnish fort which is
seid to have occupied the present house site.

Of the featurss and structures sald to have existed at some time
duprdng the different steges of habitstion, slight visible evidences,
other then the existing house, remein to indicate such an extensive
developient as hes been described. At the southwest end of the house
2 small deposit of broken bricks is the only indicetion of what may
have been the chimney, s&id to heve been in Mrs. Ferguson's room. Back
of, and to the left of this brick deposit, or farther southwest are
soattered broken bricks which might be the site of the o0ld kitcehen
(all indications and probable l@uﬁcion" wlll be shovn on & topogrsphical
#sp to be prepared by the Bureeu of Public Hoasd Engineers on the Parkway
project) .

41 the site indicated Jor tie guest house {"Sleepy Hellow®), said
to have been o two gtory log or brick house with two rooms on each of
the two floors, with a oouDTP fireplace and central cerney, only a
few scatlered broken bricis are visible. These scatiered pleces of
broken bricks heve Jittle or no significaente 28 yet, but the site
should be investigeied., BSBeslaes the present topogravhy is sweestive
of once heving been s building site.

The spot polaoted out ss ravirg veen occupied by the overseer's
guarters and the aﬁjoining pert of the botitor lowd shere the slavs
Cguarters uerve locoted noew berr no surioce evidences whatever of once
exieting buildings, except thet the ground is epultsbles and convenlently
located in relsiion to the plantetion hovea.

Une cen only speculete 23 00 Lhe location of the stocksde sud most
gince nelther wos veed ofter atiocks by the Ipdien: were

feared. Bowsver, 17
fouaﬁ 8% the h,k o

I

D103 E

I the outbull

sacribed, 1t wvould be o felely
;»_0 Y ; ;
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cr,M othe oversgsert?




- guarters, ‘the most, ‘the stockads, and brick welks bv cigging 5ever31
.narra% frwn,he& to & depth ol two or thrﬁe ceté

Oa ihe bnilfiwg sites such. trencblng should revesl either the
_yrema&ing of the brick chimney snd wall foundstions or show soil distur-
‘bances where they were removed, Hrg. Chambertisis ' het the
bricks from these atrustures were removsd to provide for acdra
acdern structuraes alasvhepe on the proparby. A ssrias 2
(#7 or &' wide) excavated to the un&istufbed-c1"y !Ln%, dug 1
._mﬁqnd 2% the base, should reve&l he profile of the once 2xos

‘meat and the filled-in post holes which cnee held the vertice.
_ci thp' tocﬁaae. o S '

=

'It'iS douptiil whebther dr wob any btraces of the slave guarters
could e found ualess the cebin foundations were set ia ths sround
128 o 18" op unless pert or sl of theh hed chimaers. To find indis

cations {Filled-in pier ar coet holeg) of the foun
piers, the dis turuﬂu oD QGI1 would heve to Se reno
'1ﬁy@futun*11 andisturved soil is rencucd.

togs or
1 wvery thin

I? & restoration of tn L“wmnerlhlﬁ house and olantstlon group is
'jugﬁi?zabla a2 a nistorle develogment in connection with the Natchez
i Trage, the group when “inished to hsve a definite utility vslue, such
cas gTGV'QlQm_GVP“figh% weeonnods tions for visitor., then the folloxing

ree

giezl survey or iﬂvés+
it {&ct lnc:tlﬂn of
and to verify ss well as

l.'Tﬁaﬁ a4

into ths fece of +o uptpvn ra'«ﬁpuaﬁr
g eYad not 1t ig an artifieisl Indiun mound or & natoral Formation,

It is. repomaended thetb
lsbor under the directlo

motqou; and procitices.

dons with CCC .
in archoaologsical

oy

2, If archaeologicel invest
and sizes of the buildi
recomaended thal
orary olontatlon g :
of ﬁe type tzwu say hove bﬂen reeordnd

stion verifiss or ravezla the location
of the plantstlon, it diw

L TR TN af ouaer contemp-
well ne oy bullaings

e
&

s set of plans and specifications be oSrepsm for
n ol tne Chambarlain house wad reproduction of the
outbuil*ingq as of 1P50 or 15h0., Sufficlent modern
conveniences should be included to make the tuildings adaptable to

modern day usage.




Addendum to:

Mound Plantation HABS No. MS-159
{(Mount Locust)

{Chamberlain House)

{Natchez Trace National Parkway)

Natchez Trace National Parkway '%V?é%g
Cannonshburg vicinity 3? _
Jefferson County .f ;53;
Mississippi :: "fﬂfs}l\] :f_% V
Mound Plantation t /
{(Mount Locust) f“’

(Chamberlain House)

(Natchez Trace National Parkway)
Route 4, Box 166

Natchez Trace National Parkway
Natchez vicinity

Jefferson County

Mississippi
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